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March 22, 2020 
To the members of the LCSD Class of 2020, 

Your class president, Autumn, recently contacted me about your collective concerns about what remains of your senior 
year and I felt it best to respond to all of you.  I have been your superintendent for four months and have only had the chance to 
meet some of you.  As for everybody else, I'm sorry we haven't had a chance to meet yet.  I have read Autumn’s email several 
times, hoping that one of these times would magically spark the right words to share with you and alleviate your anger and 
frustration.  Unfortunately, it has not. 

This is supposed to be YOUR year. YOUR time to make your last year full of memories that you have thought about 
since entering the high school four years ago.  You have watched as other classes have come before you, thinking to yourselves, 
"we are going to do that bigger and better when it's our turn."  Everything about the 2019-2020 school year was supposed to be 
focused on the Class of 2020.  Everything about your schooling to this point has been leading up to this moment.  

With each passing day of school remaining closed, another opportunity is gone to leave your mark on the school.  It is 
one less opportunity to connect with your teachers before leaving in June.  One less chance to make a lasting friendship with a 
classmate before everybody goes their separate ways after graduation.  

But it is being taken away from you, week by week, day by day.  Plain and simple, the Class of 2020 is being robbed 
and it is entirely not your fault.  If you are upset, you should be.  Don't allow others to minimize your frustration.  Chances are, 
those people have not had to deal with having their senior year stripped away from them at the last minute.  I have not either 
and that is not the purpose of this letter.  I know there is nothing that I, or anyone, can say to make up for the time you are 
losing right now so I won’t pretend to. 

All of you were born into uncertain times.  As a young teacher at the time, I remember sitting in the cafeteria watching 
the television as hijacked planes hit the World Trade Center, thinking to myself, things will never be the same after this.  Those 
were some really difficult days.  We figured out how to survive it and eventually came back stronger than ever.  

I mention this because your generation is renowned for its ability to be resilient, not because it wanted to but because 
there was no other choice.  Your ability to use technology and social media will be imperative as we move forward into our new 
normal.  In some ways, your generation is better prepared for this than anybody else.  As we continue on, your generation has 
the ability to lead the way and we are relying on all of you to accept this responsibility.  

My only hope with this letter to let you know that I have empathy for all of you, we all do.  We see all of your hard 
work and want you to know that it has not been lost on us.  We are sad for you, angry for you and continue to mourn with you 
through this.  We miss your loud voices, exuberant personalities and expect that none of it will change as we continue watching 
from a distance.  I am confident that if any group can get through this unscathed, it is your group.  No pandemic will be strong 
enough to silence your generation.  I know this is not the senior year each of you envisioned and don’t know what the rest of the 
year will look like.  Please keep your collective chin up, your friends and families are counting on it.  After all, this can still 
very much be your year to shine.  
      Respectfully,  

 
      Dr. Antonio W. Abitabile, Ed.D. 
                      Superintendent of Schools 
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